
 
 

 
 

We are committed to the pursuit of excellence and the provision of high quality opportunities for every child. 
In our school every child is known, valued and cared for. 

 

From the Principal     
 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
Premier’s Spelling Bee: The competition comprises of two divisions – Junior (Year 3 & 4) and Senior 
(Year 5 & 6). After much practise, in-class challenges and stage competitions we now have our four 
finalists to represent A.P.S. at this year’s Premier’s Spelling Bee. Congratulations Simone & Henry 
(Stage 2) and Riley F & Emily C (Stage 3). Best wishes to you all on a great competition. 
 
IT’S PARADE TIME! 
Wednesday August 21st is most definitely one of our favourite fun days at APS. Our annual Book Week 
Parade and Fair gives the opportunity for all to dress up like no other day! This year’s NSW-wide Book Week 
theme is ‘Reading is My Secret Power’ which does lend itself to a bit of a Superhero type costume display! 
The staff are ready to go which could be interesting! 

 
KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION – PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS 
We have also been busy preparing for the Kindergarten Orientation and School Information session which will be held on 

Thursday, 22 August at 9:30 am in the School Hall. Many teachers, students and a number of parents are also busy preparing 

to showcase our school and its wonderful achievements on this day. There will also be a fashion parade, performances, public 

speaking and student work and robotics on display. Should you know of any family who is looking to possibly enrol their child 

for 2020, please ask them to contact the office as soon as possible for an invite to this important information session for 

parents? 

LOOK WHO IS UP FOR A MATH CHALLENGE? 
Good luck to all Stage 3 Mathematicians next Wednesday as they tackle this year’s Hunter Primary Math’s Competition. This 
competition is challenging but a great learning opportunity for all competitors and another valuable assessment tool for our 
teachers. The competition entry fee has been paid by the school. 
 
PROMPT ACTION IS THE KEY 
At APS students are given a range of opportunities to attend sporting, cultural and learning events off site. In order for this to 
happen, class teachers need to prepare a comprehensive excursion/incursion application including risk assessments and 
variation to routines back at school. Imperative to this organisation is the prompt return of permission notes.  
This enables office staff and teachers to:  

 book and the confirm the correct number of buses or arrange private transport;  

 prepare attendance rolls; 

 prepare risk assessments and management plans; 

 ensure correct health care plans are in place and medications packed; 

 arrange the correct ratio of teachers to supervise and the teachers who will need to stay back at school to supervise 
those not attending;  

 cover playground duties at school; and  

 arrange for school learning support officers to attend or stay back at school as required.  
 
If we have to ‘chase’ permission notes, this adds to the workload of office staff and teachers and takes them away from other 
tasks that support our students. Students cannot participate without a permission note.  Please check your child’s bag each 
night and return these notes asap. In some cases 3 or 4 permission slips have been given to students. These issues are right 
across Kindergarten to Year 6. In fact the younger classes are often more prompt with note return.  
Your cooperation would be appreciated. 
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FATHER’S DAY STALL 
Our incredibly hard working fund raising team is already busy preparing a wonderful Father’s Day Stall for all 
our students. This will be held on Thursday 29 August during morning class time. The gifts are priced from $1 
to $5. Please ensure students bring along no more than $10 each to spend on the day. Donations of raffle prizes 
can be left at the office till Monday 26 August. Your generosity would be appreciated. 
 
FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 

Once again by popular demand our Father’s Day brekky will be held on Friday 30 August from 7:00 am till 8:30am.  
Teachers have organised lots of breakfast treats for our dads to enjoy. All we need is for you to reply to your 
invitation and enjoy eating a hearty breakfast prepared by our very own master chefs. An invitation and RSVP 
slip for our dads and granddads is included in this week’s newsletter.  Please return ASAP to ensure that we are 
able to cater for all who attend. 
  

 
A FEAST FOR THE EYES 
We are now in full planning mode for our bi-annual Art Show; and this year’s is proving to be bigger and 
better than our previous exhibition. A.P.S. Visual Arts Exhibition will be coming to a school near you on 
Tuesday, 24 September and Wednesday, 25 September so please note this in your diary. More details 
will be sent home soon. 
 
 
ENROLLING NOW FOR 2020   
Vacancies are limited. 
 
 
Thank you for making our school the ‘Greatest School Around’. 
 
Kym Ross – PRINCIPAL 
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Library News 

Students are once again busy borrowing, returning and working diligently on their Semester 2 research topics.  
 

Chess Competition 

Congratulations Giselle in winning the senior section.  
 

BOOK WEEK 

Book Parade 

Book Week celebrations are almost here. Next Wednesday at 2.15pm we will be dressing up in our costumes for our book 

Parade. Try to ensure students have a practise in putting their costume on before so it is easier when they get dressed on the 

day.  

 

Book Fair 

Remember to save some $$$ for our Book Fair which is happening in the library on the same as our parade. 

All funds made from the Book Fair go TOWARDS into new books for our students to borrow. 

Books may be purchased during the following times: 

Tuesday: 

Afternoon: 3pm to 3.30pm 

Wednesday: 

Morning: 8.30am to 9am 

During lunch 11.10am to 11.45am  

After school 3pm to 3.30pm 
 

New Books in! 

117- Storey Treehouse – Andy Griffiths 

Ninja Kid 4 – Anh Do 

Max Crumbly – Rachel Renee Russell 
 

Library Bags 

Please remember to bring library bags on library day. This helps to keep books safe and in good condition.  
 

Keep on reading! 

Mr Howell 

Visual Arts News 
Artie Update 

Last week there was an unfortunate incident in the Art Room involving 'Artie'.  

He sustained an 'Artline' fracture to his left leg. He will be in a full leg plaster for at 

least 6 weeks. He appreciates your well wishes. He is resting in the Art Room.               

Donations 

We now have plenty of Aldi catalogues. Thank you so much for your contributions.  

We tear 'out of date' catalogues in half and use them as paint palettes, which can  

then be thrown away without the need to wash up lots of plates.  

A huge thank you to Mrs Dixon for a large donation of art supplies, which are already 

being put to great use. Consumables such as cotton wool, feathers, pipe cleaners  

and cotton buds are very popular with our artists. 
 

Art Show 

Only 6 weeks until our Art Show! All students are working very hard on their art works. These will be on sale on Tuesday and 

Wednesday of Week 10 this term. Mark it in your calendar! 
 

Father's Day Portraits 

This week students are starting their Father's Day Portraits. Students will be drawing and then painting their father or a 

significant male in their lives. These will be done in a similar style to the Mother's Day Portraits.  
 

Texture Bar and Colour Lab 

We now have a Texture Bar and a Colour Lab set up in the Art Room. Students are able to access many different items to 

paint with, rather than just a paintbrush. These include both natural and man-made objects. In our Colour Lab students are 

able to mix paint to achieve their desired colours. Sand and natural pigments will also be available to add texture and earthy 

colours.  
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Principal Awards 

CORE VALUE: DEMOCRACY 

 

 

 

 

 

CORE VALUE: CARE 

     

 

 

 

 

      

                                           

 

 

 

 

Shenal 

Demonstrates respect to his 

peers and resolves conflicts 

peacefully. 

 

 

Jett 

Has a strong sense of social 

justice and advocates for the 

rights of others. 

 

  

Ollie 

Showing great sportsmanship 

and care for another student 

at the Athletics Carnival. 

 

Noah 

Always kind and helpful.  

A genuine young man who 

always places others before 

himself. 

 

Phoenix 

Showing great sportsmanship 

and care for another student 

at the Athletics Carnival.  

 

 

Cohen 

Showing great sportsmanship 

and care for another student at 

the Athletics Carnival. 

Jett 

A wonderful buddy and friend to 

Kindergarten. Jett has a social 

justice and advocates for others 

when needed. 
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Important Dates 

THIS WEEK NEXT MONTH  THIS TERM 

 

 

12-16  Aug 

 

 

13 Aug 

 

 Last week of Silver 

Coin Challenge  

 Newcastle Zone  

Public Speaking 

Competition 

 Zone Athletics 

Carnival 

 

21 Aug 

 

 

 

22 Aug 

 

29 Aug 

30 Aug 

 Book Week parade and 

Book Fair 

 Newcastle Perm Stage 3 

Math Comp. 

 Kindergarten Orientation 

parent information session 

 Father’s Day stall 

 Father’s Day Brekky 

 

 

 

 

2 Sept 

5 Sept 

 

10 Sept 

11 Sept 

12 Sept 

17 Sept 

19 Sept 

24 Sept 

25 Sept 

 

26 Sept 

27 Sept 

 P&C meeting 

 UNSW Science 

Comp. 

 Yr 4 excursion 

 Teddy Bear’s picnic 

 UNSW Spelling 

Comp. 

 UNSW English 

Comp. 

 UNSW Math Comp. 

 Art Show 

 Art Show 

 Band Link 

 Band Link 

 Last day of Term 3 

 

 

Collecting Now 

 Year 4 Roar N Snore excursion 

 Stage 3 Bathurst excursion 

 Band Link 

 

 

 

We have children enrolled at our school with life threatening anaphylactic allergic reactions to shellfish, nuts and peanut 

products. We would like to encourage families not to send these products to school with their children. Nut products include 

peanut butter, Nutella, sesame seeds, loose nuts, nut or chocolate bars. 

 Silver Coin Challenge 

 Band Fees 
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